
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
 TOWN OF COVERT, SENECA COUNTY 

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

July 9, 2018 
 

The regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Covert was held Monday, July 9, 2018 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Town of Covert Municipal Building, 8469 South Main Street, Interlaken, New York.                                             

Roll Call:  Supervisor Michael Reynolds Present 
 Councilman Deborah Nottke Present 
 Councilman Jeffrey Vann Present 
 Councilman Bill Bishop Present 
 Councilman Brayton Foster Present 
 

Others Present: Town Clerk Leslie Adams-Compton, Highway Superintendent Jeffrey MacCheyne, Town 

Attorney Patrick Morrell, Reporter Aneta Glover and other interested citizens. 

 

Call to order: Supervisor Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. All rose for the pledge of 

allegiance.   

 

Public Hearing: Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, to open the Public Hearing regarding the proposed 

Opt-Out of Section 487 NYS Real Property Tax Law that provides 15 years of real property tax exemption 

for properties with renewable energy systems.     

 

Bishop thought it was fair to ask any property owner to pay taxes on an improvement, regardless of the 

type of improvement. The Tompkins Assessors have not seen the assessment value change (much) on 

properties with solar panels on the individual home. It is unknown how solar will affect the salability.  

Foster mentioned that taxes will increase if agricultural land is converted to non-agricultural use 

because of the ag exemption. Tony Del Plato said that he thought mostly non-arable land is used for 

these facilities. 

 

Barry Ford said there would be depreciation of value to solar panels.  Ford believes that we shouldn't 

opt out because we don't want to discourage companies or the homeowner from building solar. He 

believes that regulations controlled through the Land Management Ordinance should be used instead.   

 

Vann is currently researching on the building of solar & wind facilities and cell towers. The Town 

declared a one-year moratorium on solar and wind facilities and cell towers in August 2017. 

 

Rob Schoffel believes that residential solar installations will not affect property value, just as swimming 

pools do not affect property value. Schoffel's concern is for the giant corporations running on subsidies, 

but the Opt-Out will not affect their coming in or not. He does not think that the Town should decide 

which type of business should come in. 

 

Ben Guthrie thought that the issue is global warming and that New York State is trying to encourage 

solar.  He believes Community Solar is the answer.  Guthrie said that Solar needs subsidies as do gas & 

oil companies and that any energy company would fail without them. It's an investment in the future of 

our world. He believes it will pay for itself over a long period of time. Guthrie also mentioned that solar 

facilities need sunlight and must be near a 3-phase power source and the Town of Covert does not have 

these. 



 

Del Plato said Solar is cleaner, so everyone benefits. He believes that the reason to encourage solar is 

because it is cheaper, it creates a lot of jobs in the area, and it is a good investment. 

 

There was some discussion about PILOT projects and other vehicles of tax exemptions. A PILOT is not a 

simple process; it is typically achieved through the IDA.  A PILOT exemption is only good for 15 years. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the resolution to Opt-Out of Section 487 NYS Real 

Property Tax Law. Aye-Vann,  Aye-Bishop , Nay- Nottke, Nay-Foster, and Nay-Reynolds. Motion lost. 

 

Bishop moved, seconded by Vann, to close the Public Hearing. 

 

Presenter:  Kelsey Fiori of Nexamp spoke regarding  their Community Solar program. They are a 10 year 

old company from Boston with 22 solar farms. Their first project in New York State is in Newfield with a 

proposed 36 panel facility. Nexamp is for the 80% that can't get solar from their own rooftops. She said 

that signing up would save the Town $200- annually. There is no fee to join and no fee to leave, but a 

90-day notice is requested. NYSEG would bill for the basic service ($17 - $19) and taxes, Nexamp would 

bill with a guaranteed 10% savings over the NYSEG supply and delivery rate. Fiori thought the discount 

would be based on whatever service was signed up for with NYSEG. 

 

Emily Aman asked what would happen if something bad happened to the local solar facility. Fiori said 

that NYSEG would continue to provide service. Del Plato added that only non-demand commercial 

residents and homeowners could sign up.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Approval of Minutes:  Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the minutes from June 11, 2018. 

Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Highway Superintendent MacCheyne shared that he attended the 73rd annual Highway School and that 

he learned some helpful  information regarding CHIPS, as well as new regulations for the size of the 

speed limit sign. He hopes to get around $34,000 for the 2016 Ford truck that went to auction, closing 

on Tuesday. 

 

Nottke reported that Plow Day is September 22nd  beginning at 10 A.M. with the parade scheduled for 

12:00. She also said they are working on plans for a square dance the week before. 

 

Supervisor Reynolds announced that there will be a Finger Lakes bicycle event, Farm to Fork Fondo, on 

Saturday, August 11, that will be taking various routes, some through the Town of Covert. 

Reynolds also announced that we received the new Assessment Roll and assessments are up 3 million 

dollars. 

 

Morrell shared that the Joint Services Agreement for Appraisal Services from Tompkins Assessors needs 

to be renewed. The renewal is for the 2019-2021 and the remainder of 2018 due to a clerical error. 

There is a modest increase in cost per home annually.  

 

Reynolds brought up the need for a resolution to approve the Seneca County Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Vann requested everyone get a copy of the Plan for all to review before next month's meeting.  

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the Joint Services Agreement for Appraisal Services, 

Exemption Services and Assessment Services By The County Of Tompkins through 2022 with changes as 



outlined in email from Jay Franklin/Tompkins Assessors on July 2, 2018. Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke, Aye-

Bishop and Aye-Vann. 

 

Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the Supervisor's Income and Expenditure report for the 

month of June 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 

 

Foster moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the Highway Superintendent’s report for the month of 

June 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye Nottke, Aye-Foster and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the Town Clerk’s monthly report. The total revenue was 

$439.00 and $307.76 was remitted to the Supervisor for the month of June 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Bishop, 

Aye-Nottke and Aye-Foster. 

  

Bishop moved, seconded by Foster, to approve the Dog Control Officer's report for the month of June 

2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 

 

Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, that Highway Fund Vouchers #90-98 in the amount of $37,633.04 and 

General Fund Vouchers #97-108  in the amount $6,400.76 be approved for payment. Aye-Foster, Aye-

Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Vann. 

 

Nottke moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m.  Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Leslie Adams-Compton,  Town Clerk 


